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to show his interest in hospitals and their work. He 

has now reaped what he has sown, and the know- I
ledge and skill gained in those hospitals which he has

helped and encouraged have done what knowledge and skill
can do towards the saving of his life. The Coronation of

King EDWARD and Queen ALEXANDRA would have been
in any circumstances a great national occasion, unique in
the experience of all but a few of their subjects. As it

is it will be one unique in the experience of the world, an
occasion of joy and demonstrative loyalty, but above all of
relief and thankfulness, and of warm congratulation and
welcome to our King and Queen. GOD save them both !

The British Medical Association:
The Address in Obstetrics.

FEW addresses on a special subject are likely to be

read with more profit than the Address in Obstetrics by
Dr. WILLIAM JAPP SINCLAIR, which we publish in full

at page 341. The subject cf the address is "Carcinoma

in Women, chiefly in its Clinical Aspects," and Dr. SINCLAIR
claims for his subject the special interest that if the riddle
of cancer is to be solved there is no form of that dread

disease which is more likely than carcinoma of the uterus
to lead to the explanation of the etiology of cancer.
The frequency of carcinoma of the uterus and the pitiful

character of its course from the social point of view lend
it an interest and a pathos almost entirely its own. It

affords also a promising field of clinical research from the

extreme commonness of the disease, from the comparative
similarity pervading the cases amidst individual differences,
and from the facility with which operative and other
measures can be employed. But most of all, perhaps, should
carcinoma of the uterus claim especial clinical attention

from the extreme importance of early diagnosis and from
the encouraging results which surgery offers when careful
clinical examination places patients sufficiently early within
the reach of hopeful operative interference. If it enforced

no other doctrine Dr. SINCLAIR’S address would repay

careful reading for the emphasis with which he preaches
this great lesson : that physical examination must follow

immediately on the practitioner’s part when he is confronted
by a patient whose age and symptoms render the existence
of cancer of the womb in the least probable. Dr. SINCLAIR

is not of that school which takes a pessimistic view of the

doings of surgery in this particular region. True, he sees
little encouragement in the recent radical operations by
which an extensive dissection of the contents of the pelvis,
with removal of glands and lymphatics and re-iniplanta-
tion of ureters damaged by the way, seeks to ensure

no recurrence of the disease. Such an operation, if it

removes all the disease, unfortunately also removes all

chance of a comfortable existence if not of existence

at all. Such irrational and unlimited proceedings do

not appeal to Dr. SINCLAIR. Nor have their results

any encouragement to offer to the judicious observer.

From the operation of vaginal extirpation, however,
results of constantly increasing hopefulness are now

obtained, and it is upon this operation, supported by
the all-important early diagnosis, that Dr. SINCLAIR bases
his claim for an improved future as regards the treatment

of cancer of the uterus. His figures show that at present
we in Great Britain have not yet reached the position of
success, as gauged by the figures, that has been reached

by surgeons on the continent. But early diagnosis of a large
percentage of cases of cancer of the uterus will assuredly
be followed by results as good as those shown by our

continental confr&egrave;res.
Dr. SINCLAIR believes, as a matter of fact, that further

scientific knowledge of the exact nature and of the true

cause of cancerous disease awaits rather scientific clinical

observation than purely experimental or microscopical work.
What may be termed the destructive part of his address

is occupied with a critical survey of the results which have
been obtained in these fields in the search for a fuller

knowledge of the cause of carcinoma. Dr. SINCLAIR places
the value of microscopical and inoculation work in the

investigation of cancer of the uterus far below the

value of minute clinical investigation, and this he does

without belittling the services of bacteriological work in

other directions. It is to clinical investigation that he

strenuously directs the attention of practitioners and it is to

this, the practical, the hopeful side of his remarks, that we
are particularly drawn. We would not, any more than would

Dr. SINCLAIR, for one moment undervalue the industry, the
honest endeavour, and the talents that have embellished the
labours of scientific explorers in the domain of clinical

pathology. But we may well ask with him, " What
have investigations and researches into - the etiology
and pathology of cancer done for clinical gyn&aelig;cology ?" 

"

More urgently still we would ask. What experienced gyn&aelig;co-
logist can safely trust to the microscope and the microtome
when his own finger and eye do not guide him in the

diagnosis of cervical cancer ? And is it not of infinitely
greater importance that the practitioner of medicine

should realise the importance of understanding the

bearing of clinical facts, should grasp the immense

influence of early examination, and should reap the

knowledge that comes from an educated finger rather than
that he should be aware of the possible value of obtaining a
small specimen for microscopical examination? We trust that
Dr. SINCLAIR’S address will awake many of our readers to

fresh efforts in investigating every clinical fact that bears

upon the course, and perhaps upon the cause, of the cases

of carcinoma which they meet.

The London Water Bill : An Appeal
to Mr. Balfour.

THE change in the Premiership gives the Government not
only an excuse but a reason for giving a little careful con-
sideration to the London Water Bill. Lord SALISBURY, as
Prime Minister and as Foreign Minister, always, and

rightly, gave his first thought to foreign affairs. No other

English statesman has any knowledge approaching that
which the late Prime Minister possesses of the compli-
cated conditions which govern the relations of the great

powers of the world. It was for that reason that he was

able to maintain the position of this country in a time of
dire distress with a calmness, a dignity, and a completeness
which were entirely worthy of the successor of PITT. It was


